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in a cloak, by a back staircase, upon the landing-place of which
was a door leading into the King's cabinet, and in front of it a
private cabinet. Lausun anticipates the hour, and lies in ambush
in the private cabinet, fastening it from within with a hook,
and sees through the keyhole the King open the door of the
cabinet, put the key outside (in the lock) and close the door
again. Lausun waits a little, comes out of his hiding-place,
listens at the door in which the King had just placed the key,
locks it, and takes out the key, which he throws into the private
cabinet, in which he again shuts himself up.

Some time after Bontems and the lady arrive. Much
astonished not to find the key in the door of the King's cabinet,
Bontems gently taps at the door several times, but in vain;
finally so loudly does he tap that the King hears the sound.
Bontems says he is there, and asks his Majesty to open, because
the key is not in the door. The King replies he has just put it
there. Bontems looks on the ground for it, the King mean-
while trying to open the door from the inside, and finding it
double-locked. Of course all three are much astonished and
much annoyed ; the conversation is carried on through the door,
and they cannot determine how this accident has happened.
The King exhausts himself in efforts to force the door, in spite
of its being double-locked. At last they are obliged to say
good-bye through the door, and Lausun who hears every word
they utter, and who sees them through the keyhole, laughs in
his sleeve at their mishap with infinite enjoyment.